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The ancient Phoenician town of Bet Suptir or Ornithonpolis is located now 
within the limits of modern Basfour, a farm located in the territory of the 
village of Ghazieh, south of Sidon. The name Basfour is found on the map at 
a latitude of 33° 30' 15" and a longitude of 35° 20' 40" (cf. Map of Lebanon, 
1/20000, Saida, leaf G-2). 


In the inscriptions of King Esarhaddon, it is called URU E ™Su-pu-ri “(the 
town) Bit "Su-pu-ri’”’. Su-pu-ri is preceded by the determinative for a male 
person, thus Supur or Spur refers to a man and does not mean “bird”. Bit "Su- 
pu-ri corresponds to the Phoenician Bét Supur or Bét Spur “the house or 
family of Supur”. Bét Supur or Bet Spur became Be Spur 109 ~ ,> in Syriac, 
which became Basfiir );4.2; in Arabic. 


Between 680 and 673 BC, Esarhaddon conquered Bit Supuri with other towns 
in the surrounding of Sidon. The text mentioning Bit Supuri is the following 
(Leichty, The Royal Inscriptions of Esarhaddon, | iii 1-9): 


1, URU E ™su-pu-ri URU sik-ku-G URU gi-i’ 

2, URU in-im-me URU hi-il-du-u-a 

3, URU qar-ti-im-me URU bi-i’-ru-u URU ki-il-me-e 

4, URU bi-ti-ru-me URU sa-gu-u URU am-pa 

5, URU E gi-si-me-ia URU bi-ir-gi-i’ 

6, URU ga-am-bu-lu URU da-la-im-me URU i-si-hi-im-me 
7, URU.MES-ni Sa li-me-et URU si-du-un-ni 

8, a-Sar ri-i-ti u mas-qi-ti E tuk-la-a-ti-3u 

9, 8a ina tu-kul-ti 4a8-Sur EN-ia ik-Su-da 


Bit Supuri, Siku, Gi’, Inime, Hilduwa, Qartime, Bi’ru, Kilme, Bitirume, 
Sagu, Ampa, Bit Gisimeya, Birgi’, Gambulu, Dala’ime, Isihime, towns 
in the surrounding of Sidon, a land of pasturing and watering, a place 
of his support, which I conquered with the support of Asur my lord. 


The names from Bit Supuri to Ampa are listed in the following order:! 


old names | modern names 
Bit Supuri Basfour 
Siku ?} 
Gi’ Jiyeh 
Inime Naameh 
Hilduwa Khaldeh 
Qartime Qertay” 
Bi’ru Beirut 
Kilme? ? 
Bitirume Batroun 
Sagu Chekka 
Ampa Anfeh 


As evident, through a comparison with the modern names, all these names are 
listed in the correct geographical order and all are situated on the coast. 


Héléne Sader suggested that Bit Supuri is modern Sfaray «4.2 (Sader, Tell el- 
Burak I, p. 10). This is erroneous because: 


1, Bit Supuri is situated on the coast while Sfaray is situated high in the 
mountain east of Sidon near Kfar Falous. 


2, Sfaray is the transcription of the Syriac spdre <iae “edges, 
borders’’. Sfaray is mentioned as [sfarayh «,\22\ in the Ottoman census 


register Tapu Tahrir Defteri 401 from 1533-1537 (p. 498): 


/ oer 


4 . : ae ee een 
Veer ey fJrloHss roy slit Opa Geel ete 
| tn | The farm of Isfarayh near 

evs : the village of Kfar Falous 


' Salamé-Sarkis, Le royaume, pp. 141, 143. Sarkis was correct about Gi’, Inime, Hilduwa, 
Bitirume, Sagu, Ampa, Birgi’, Dala’ime, and Isihime only. 

> Situated now north of Khaldeh and south of Beirut. 

3 Kilme may be Leontonpolis. 


The word sparad <a ~ doesn’t exist in Syriac, therefore the original 
name is spdre <a. The suffix —ayh is the transcription of the Syriac 
plural suffix —e, as in kafar ‘ammayh «3s 45 (now Kfar Amay © 45) 


which is the transcription of kpar ‘amme “the village of the peoples”. 


The Greeks translated Bét Supur as Opvi8wv n0Atc “the town of birds’”’. This 
translation is erroneous because: 


1, Supur is the name of a man. 
2, sippur means “bird” in Phoenician not supur. 


In the 4" century BC, the Periplus of Scylax (Supplément grec 443, p. 92) 
mentions Ornithonpolis, a town situated between Sidon and Sarepta: 


Bnpvtoc * 20” Kai Aunty * Bopwoc * Tlopeupé@v nOAIc * LiS@v NOAIc ° 
Kai Aut KAEtotOc * Opvibwv mOAc * Lidoviov a” Asdvtav nOAEwWS 
us” Opvidwv mOAEwc * Tupiav m6AIc * Lapa * sita* HAAN nds THp” 
Muéva EXYOVOG EVTOG TELYOUG ° 

Berytus: a town and a northern port. 

Porphyreon: a town. 

Sidon: a town and a closed port. 


Ornithonpolis. 


(All the land) from Leontonpolis to Ornithonpolis is owned by the 
Sidonians. 


A town of the Tyrians: Sarapta. 


Then another town: Tyre, having a port inside the walls. 


4 Sépa.° sita should be read Lépanta * or Laparto. * ita. 


Page 92 of Supplément grec 443, Bibliotheque nationale de France. 


In the 1* century BC, Strabo in his Geography (16.24) mentions 
Ornithonpolis, a small town situated between Sidon and Tyre: 
dtéxet SE TIS LiIO@voc H THpos ov TAsiovs TOV dStaKkooiwv oTAdiMV’ Ev 
dé TO WETASD TOAIxVIov Opvibav TOAIc AEyouévn’ 
Tyre is distant from Sidon not more than 20 stadia. In the middle is a 


small town called Ornithonpolis. 


In the 1“ century AD, Pliny in his Natural History (5.76) mentions Ornithon, 
a town situated between Sarepta and Sidon: 


inde Sarepta et Ornithon oppida et Sidon artifex vitri Thebarumque 
Boeotiarum parens. 


From there, the towns of Sarepta and Ornithon, and Sidon the maker 
of glass and the progenitor of the Thebans and Boeotians. 


In book 5 of the Natural History, Pliny copied from various older Greek 
sources, therefore his narration is not an evidence that Ornithonpolis was still 
a town during the 1* century AD. 


A bronze plate, bought from Sidon before or in 1903, bears the following 
inscription (Frey, Corpus Inscriptionum Iudaicarum, 878. Comptes rendus de 
l’Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres, 1903, p. 214): 


ovvayoyns OpviWoKouns 
of the synagogue of Ornithocome. 


This plate is in the form of a tabula ansata, therefore it is from the Roman 
period. The writing of ovvayoynsg OpviWoKouns instead of ovvaywyne 
OpviWoKka@pune indicates a date after 100 AD. 


Ornithocome may be one of these two places: 
1, Ornithonpolis. 


2, Bsaffour ,,22:) situated to the south east of Sarafand at a latitude of 


33° 23' 40" and a longitude of 35° 22' 35" (cf. Map of Lebanon, 1/20000, 
Nabatiyé, leaf E-3). The name Bsaffour derives from the Phoenician bét 
sippur “the house of the bird”. 


If Ornithocome is Ornithopolis, then this indicates that Ornithopolis became 
a village and that it was still inhabited after 100 AD. 


From the Islamic conquest until 1533 AD, I didn’t find any mention of this 
place in the texts and documents. But, since in 1533 Basfour was a waqf of 
the two great mosques of Mecca and Medina, its name may be found in the 
waqf documents of Cairo and Damascus. 


During the 16" century AD, Basfour is mentioned as a farm (mezra‘a +,,), 
situated near Ghaziyeh in the nahiye of Iqlim el-Tuffah, in Ottoman census 


registers: 


1) In 1533-1537 (Tapu Tahrir Defteri 401, p. 500): 


ice ; ‘ Aye 54:3 33) jo ppt cat ys 
Le 
er u Tal te sejos a laatierd The farm of Basfour 
ek. ly J 9 was near the village of 
> a aa _ Ghazieh 
ets ww 
e -e 


2) In 1548 (Tapu Tahrir Defteri 383, p. 411): 


* 


548 SLs) 52 jptve: cdeyys 
agile 
The farm of Basfour in 


the hand of the people of 
the village of Ghazieh 


543 eAbsl 1: > yptves cde) ys 


Fi, ole) 4 | CP? ¢ The farm of Basfour in 
aye a the hand of the people of 
aS 5) the aforementioned 
Cho : village (Ghazieh) 


In the language of the Ottoman government, mezra‘a referred to the territory 
of an abandoned village, of which its cultivated territory remained only. This 
indicates that Basfour was at that time an abandoned village and that the limits 
of its territory were still preserved. The 3 aforementioned registers specify 
that Basfour was a waqf belonging to the two Harams, i.e. the two great 
mosques of Mecca and Medina. 


